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have arisen here in India as to the position of Indians in the
dominions and colonies of the Empire. India's cause has
always found a stalwart champion in this respect in the Govern-
ment of India. At this moment India's representatives are in
London, and will sit at the Imperial Conference. Thus you may
be assured that the views of the people of India will be ably
represented to the representatives of the dominions, and I need
scarcely say that for my own part I shall always give this problem,
closely affecting as it does India's position in the Empire, the
very earnest attention that it most unquestionably merits.
It has been my good fortune to meet round the conference table,
or at the Imperial War Cabinet, all those who now represent
His Majesty's dominions. They are statesmen who are never
deaf to the views of reason, and are never blind to the considera-
tions of equity, and I feel convinced that they will give every
heed to the Indian representatives, always remembering their
own responsibilities to their own constituents and to their own
country, and to me the very fact that they will meet and discuss
the problem is a great gain. Such a meeting always gives me
hope and confidence. With regard to internal problems, let me
only add that, as you are aware, I have given constant attention
to them from the time that I landed in India and assumed
office. My most earnest wish, and I know it is shared by every
one of my colleagues is to promote a calmer and healthier political
atmosphere based on mutual understanding, mutual respect,
mutual sympathy and on racial equality. I am in full accord
with you that wrongful acts must not be vindicated in a spirit
of false pride, or to uphold an imaginary prestige, and I agree
of course that justice must be meted out without fear or favour
to all who offend, whether they be British or Indian. Our aim
is by means of patience and tolerance, combined with firmness
in the maintenance of order, and the protection of peaceful and
law-abiding citizens, to arrive at better relations between the
rulers and the ruled.

One observation only I must make in reference to your address.
You speak of British officers, and you make some observations
with regard to their attitude towards Indians. I am not sure
what is meant. If you mean British officials, then I am sure
that even though it may well be that errors are sometimes
committed, they are not purposely made. There may be
mistakes of judgment as will happen to us all, but there is no
foundation, I verily believe, for any suggestion that the British
official is anxious to assert racial superiority over the Indian